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Local
pastry chef

TAKES
THE
CAKE
NATHANIEL REID
VOTED AS ONE OF THE
TOP 10 IN AMERICA
BANNER STAFF

D

essert Professional magazine, the nation’s leading publication of the pastry, ice cream and
chocolate industries, has named Nathaniel
Reid, of Norman Love Confections, as one of
the Top 10 Pastry Chefs in America.
Reid will accept this recognition on June 4 at The
Institute of Culinary Education in New York.
“With more and more remarkable talent ﬁlling the
ranks of dessert professionals, being recognized as one
of the best has gained a new level of prestige,” notes
editor Matthew Stevens.
Reid, who joined Norman Love Confections in 2010,
oversees the pastry and bakery shop, including production of specialty cakes, desserts and bakery items.
A graduate of the highly acclaimed Le Cordon Bleu
in Paris, with a Grand Diploma in Culinary and Pastry
Arts, he was previously selected as U.S. Pastry Competition Pastry Chef of the Year 2010 in New York City. The
U.S. Pastry Competition is America’s most prestigious
pastry championship. In 2009, Reid placed ﬁrst with
the Best Chocolate/Confection at the pastryscoop.com
Golden Scoop Awards and third place at the International Pastry Grand Prix in Tokyo.
Prior to joining NLC, Reid was the executive pastry
chef of St. Regis Hotel, a Mobil Five Star, AAA Five
Diamond resort in Dana Point, Calif. Previously, he held
pastry positions with Michelin Three Star Joël Robuchon Restaurant at The Mansion and The Ritz-Carlton
Hotel, both in Las Vegas.
Reid is also a graduate of the University of Missouri, Columbia, with a Bachelor of Science degree
in hotel and restaurant management and a minor in
biological science.
Joining Reid in this year’s top 10 crème de la crème
are: Sally Camacho, WP24, Los Angeles; Craig Harzewski, Naha, Chicago; Sandro Micheli, Daniel, New
York City; Marc Aumont, The Modern, New York City;
Christina Tosi, Momofuku Milk Bar, New York City;
Angela Pinkerton, Eleven Madison Park, New York
City; Damien Herrgott, Bosie Tea Parlor, New York
City; Jean-Marie Auboine, Jean-Marie Auboine Chocolatier, Las Vegas; and Chris Hanmer, The School of
Pastry Design, Las Vegas.
“We set out to recognize outstanding chefs who elevate the industry as a whole with their contributions
in talent, innovation and community service” said publisher Jeff Dryfoos. “These are the chefs who have proven
they most embody the spirit of excellence and hospitality
that we are all committed to achieving.”
Norman Love Confections creates and distributes
handcrafted artisanal chocolates from the Fort Myers

In this picture, chef Nathan Reid, poses with one of his creations.

corporate headquarters that encompasses both production and retail operations. The Fort Myers and Naples
chocolate salons are stylish retail shops with an intimate
ambience in which customers may purchase chocolates
or linger over house-made pastries, gourmet coffees,
lattes and smoothies.
Norman Love, the award-wining Fort Myersbased chocolatier, has been lauded nine times by
a leading consumer ratings magazine including
recognition six times for producing the best ultrapremium chocolates.
The Fort Myers Chocolate Salon is located at 11380
Lindbergh Boulevard and is open Monday through Fri-

Lee Deputy County Manager
Bill Hammond walks out of
meeting, retires
By SABINA BHASIN
STAFF

After 34 years in Lee County government, Deputy
County Manager William “Bill” Hammond unexpectedly announced his retirement.
Hammond, who had planned on retiring at the
end of the year, got out of his chair during Tuesday’s
Lee County Commission meeting, shook hands with
a few people in attendance and walked out. He announced his retirement later that day.
“When you are 70 and sitting in a meeting, sometimes you think about other things you could be doing with your life,” Hammond said in a statement.
“That’s where I got to (Tuesday).”
Hammond walked out while Commissioner Brian
Bigelow expressed his frustrations with County Manager Karen Hawes — Hammond’s boss and colleague.
“Karen and I have been good friends for 28 years,”
Hammond said in a prepared statement. “She
stepped up to the plate three years ago in very trying times and difficult circumstances, and she has

done a great job. She has, and continues to have, my
full support. She has worked so hard to make this
county a better place.
“I appreciate that, and I hope others do as well.”
Hammond has held the title of deputy county manager since 1993. During his tenure at the county he
played a signiﬁcant role in the county’s parks system,
including building the area’s ﬁrst regional park —
Lakes Regional Park in Fort Myers.
Hammond also was instrumental in bringing
the Minnesota Twins to Lee County. He oversaw
the development of the Lee County Sports Complex, where the Major League Baseball team plays
its spring training games. In 1995, the stadium was
named after him.
Pete Winton, assistant county manager, wrote in
a statement that Hammond fostered a fun work environment, which led to people working hard so as
not to let him down.
“That’s something you can’t learn,” Winton wrote.
“It is a gift. I’m going to miss him more than I can
put into words.”

SUBMITTED

day from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Saturday from 7:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. The Naples Chocolate Salon, which also
serves artisan gelato, is located at 3747 U.S. 41 North in
Parkshore Centre and is open Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Artisan Gelato by Norman Love is located at 11300
Lindbergh Boulevard, Suite 112, off Daniels Parkway,
east of I-75, and is open Monday through Thursday from
10:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., and Friday and Saturday from
10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
For more information, call (239) 561-7215 or visit www.
normanloveconfections.com.
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Lee County Commissioner Brian Bigelow submitted
revised documents to the Lee County Supervisor of Elections Tuesday that he will resign from his District 2 commission seat in November when another commissioner
is elected. Bigelow is vying for the Lee County Clerk of
Courts seat long held by Charlie Green.
Last week, Bigelow submitted his letter of resignation
from commission, which is required by state law, but
failed to mention when he will be resigning his seat. At
issue is whether someone would need to be placed in
his seat by Florida Gov. Rick Scott until voters choose
in the Nov. 6 election, or would Bigelow remain in his
seat until someone is elected.
Two candidates put in their bid a while ago for when
Bigelow’s seat becomes available at the end of his term,
Lee County Supervisor of Elections Sharon Harrington
said. Now that Bigelow will be leaving the commission
in November, the two candidates can opt for his seat this
election, but will only serve on commission for the two
remaining years on Bigelow’s term.
Bigelow is running against Linda Dogget, the
county’s long-standing chief operating officer at the
Lee County Clerk of Courts. Dogget has been openly
endorsed by Green.
Qualifying for the upcoming election is June 4 to 8.

